
Dijle Valley Route
CIRCUIT MECHELEN -  
LEUVEN

BICYCLE LOOP - 65,5 KM

EN

STARTING POINT AND PARKING
De Nekker provincial sports and leisure centre, 
Nekkerspoel-Borcht 19, 2800 Mechelen

FOLLOWING THE ROUTE
The route makes use of the national cycle network. Just follow 
the intersection numbers on the rectangular green and white 
signs, as shown on the little map in this flyer.

LENGTH
Route: 65,5 km • 3h20min

TERRAIN AND ACCESSIBILITY
The terrain is flat. Approximately 65% of the route is vehicle-free.

INTERSECTIONS
57 - 64 - 65 - 73 - 22 - 83 - 23 - 25 - 71 - 72 - 30 - 35 - 81 - 4 -  
80 - 33 - 11 - 10 - 7 - 12 - 93 - 31 - 32 - 28 - 97 - 20 - 77 - 54 -  
80 - 6 - 5 - 4 - 57
For information about possible diversions: routedokter.be  
(only in Dutch)

Practical info

COLOPHON 
Editorial office & layout: Visit Mechelen, Map: Open Street Map, Elke 
Feusels, Photographs: Richard van der Vieren, Visit Mechelen, Toerisme 
Provincie Antwerpen, Lander Loeckx, Karl Bruninx, Julie Rommelaere, 
Gemeente Bonheiden, Publisher: Greet Geypen, VVV Mechelen vzw, 
Vleeshouwersstraat 6, 2800 Mechelen

CONTACT
Visit Mechelen, Vleeshouwersstraat 6, 2800 Mechelen
visit@mechelen.be, +32 15 29 76 54, www.visitmechelen.be

Grote Markt, Leuven ’14-’18 experience centre, Tildonk

SACRED FESTIVAL GROUNDS
How did a pop and rock festival put a small Flemish Brabant 
village on the world map? Learn all about the history of Rock 
Werchter at the Rock Werchter X experience centre. Near this 
route you will find the North West Walls: an art installation on 
the sacred festival grounds where painted sea containers are a 
feast for your eyes.

5

FATHER DAMIEN 
Tremelo and Father Damien are inextricably linked. In the hamlet 
of Ninde, you will visit the house where Jozef De Veuster (aka 
Father Damien) was born, and which today houses a museum 
in his name. In this interactive experience centre, you will follow 
the inspiring journey of ‘the apostle of the lepers’.

4

Leuven is a city with a buzz thanks to its university, which 
was the oldest in the Netherlands after 1425. Historic college 
buildings and modern student residences exist side by side. 
Thousands of students create an energetic atmosphere, 
especially on the Oude Markt where you will find ‘the longest 
bar in the world’. Admire the richly decorated town hall and St 
Peter’s Church, both pearls of Brabant Gothic. 

LEUVEN: CENTURIES OLD BUT YOUNG AT HEART6

EXPERIENCE CENTRE ’14 -’18 IN TILDONK
What was it like to live under German occupation? In the former 
Ursuline convent in Tildonk, you can find out. The experience 
centre takes you back a hundred years. Personal anecdotes, 
photos and objects tell a story of war, flight and hope. From 
WWI to the present day. Expect an engaging, interactive 
experience that will leave its mark on you.

7

The Leuven–Dyle canal is one of the oldest in Belgium. 
It connects the canal basin in Leuven with the Zennegat 
in Mechelen over a distance of 30 km. Along the way, 
you will pass five protected locks: Tildonk, Kampenhout, 
Boortmeerbeek, Battel and Zennegat. Where cargo ships used 
to be the main source of traffic, today you will also see a lot of 
pleasure boats. 

LEUVEN-DYLE CANAL8

Go to visitmechelen.be for more brilliant  
walking and cycling ideas!
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The Dyle has been meandering through Mechelen and 
Leuven for centuries. The river was once used to transport 
goods from all over Europe to these cities. Its banks were 
lined with markets and breweries. Today you will see 
inviting terraces, boat trips and marinas on and next to 
the water. Outside the historic cities, the Dyle guides you 
towards the greenland, to the home of rare plants and 
animals. So it’s perfect for a wonderful bike ride that links 
Mechelen and Leuven.

Centuries-old heritage 
and a flourishing Dyle

CIRCUIT MECHELEN - LEUVEN

HIGHLIGHTS
MECHELEN: SURPRISING AND AUTHENTIC1

Mechelen was the political and cultural capital of the 
Burgundian Netherlands in the 16th century. You can feel 
that rich past in the historic city centre, where you will find 
more than 300 protected monuments. A climb to the top of 
St Rumbold’s Tower, a visit to Museum Hof van Busleyden, 
a walk in the Large Beguinage ... There are so many 
highlights to choose from.

PARADISE FOR BIRDWATCHERS2

Mechels Broek, Barebeek valley and Mispeldonk together 
form a large expanse of nature along the Dyle. Need a 
pit stop? Then get off your bike for a moment and walk 
through this patchwork of meadows, pools and locks. For 
birdwatchers, these conjoining green areas are a real 
paradise. In the Natuurpunt visitor centre, you can learn a lot 
about the special fauna and flora. 

RIJMENAM3

Rijmenam is a district of Bonheiden that evolved in the 
Frankish era. Here you will find two protected monuments: 
St Martin’s Church and the walled cemetery with a pillory. 
Take a short detour here and visit Heemmuseum ’t Smiske, 
or recharge your batteries at the various restaurants and 
cafés in the village.

Skywalk St Rumbold’s Tower,  
Mechelen

Mechels Broek Rijmenam North West Walls, Rock Werchter

Along the way, you’ll come across several murals. 
For the Animalinas project, artist Dzia celebrates 
the local animal population.

TIP


