
CIRCUIT MECHELEN - LIER

BICYCLE LOOP - 54 KM

Nete Valley Route

EN

Zimmer Tower, Lier Winter Garden, Onze-Lieve-Vrouw-Waver

NETE LANDSCAPE
The car-free dykes along the Nete offer beautiful views. The 
tidal effect on the Nete can be clearly felt here and lends 
the landscape its own rhythm. The Provincial Green Domain 
Neteland is located at cycle junction 31. There you will find a 
wealth of biotopes, each with its typical inhabitants. For example, 
the pond and the berry bushes attract a lot of migratory birds 
in spring and autumn. The garden of the Provincial Institute for 
Environmental Education (PIME) is a great picnic spot.
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Lier is bursting with charm. The Beguinage is an oasis of peace, 
and on the Grote Markt you will find the Gothic belfry. In Lier, you 
can comfortably extend your day trip. In the Zimmer Museum you 
will learn about the Lier clockmaker and astrologer Louis Zimmer. 
Discover even more charming places in Lier on a boat trip or 
enjoy a regional beer or ‘Liers vlaaike’ (a traditional small, round, 
spiced pie) on one of the many terraces.

LIER5

The Winter Garden of the Ursulines in Onze-Lieve-Vrouw-Waver 
is much more than just a unique architectural masterpiece. The 
showpiece is a colourful dome in Art Nouveau style from 1900. 
But this place is also a story about educational innovation, 
international entrepreneurship and strong women from the 19th 
and 20th centuries. Curious about the interior of the building 
complex? Thanks to an experience trail, you can dive into the 
history of this former girls’ boarding school with an audio guide.

WINTER GARDEN OF THE URSULINES6

On the outskirts of Mechelen, relaxation and nature are a perfect 
pairing. Provincial Sports and Recreation Centre De Nekker is 
the place to relax and cool down, with its water and beach as 
well as numerous playing and sports facilities. The adjacent 
Mechels Broek is a vast nature reserve along the Dyle. Are you a 
birdwatcher? Then this is your idea of paradise!

MECHELS BROEK AND PROVINCIAL SPORTS AND 
RECREATION CENTRE DE NEKKER
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STARTING POINT AND PARKING
De Nekker provincial sports and leisure centre, 
Nekkerspoel-Borcht 19, 2800 Mechelen

FOLLOWING THE ROUTE
The route makes use of the national cycle network. Just follow 
the intersection numbers on the rectangular green and white 
signs, as shown on the little map in this flyer.

LENGTH
Route: 54 km • 2h45min

TERRAIN AND ACCESSIBILITY
The terrain is flat.  
Approximately 28% of the route is vehicle-free.

INTERSECTIONS
57 - 99 - 11 - 2 - 98 - 65 - 55 - 56 - 66 - 31 - 5 - 89 - 29 - 88 - 20 - 
21 - 30 - 40 - 48 - 42 - 36 - 37 - 1 - 70 - 46 - 64 - 57
For information about possible diversions: routedokter.be 
(only in Dutch)

Practical info

COLOPHON 
Editorial office & layout: Visit Mechelen, Map: Open Street Map, 
Elke Feusels, Photographs: Richard van der Vieren, Visit Mechelen, 
Toerisme Provincie Antwerpen, Aikon, Stef Keynen, Paul Jordens, 
Publisher: Greet Geypen, VVV Mechelen vzw, Vleeshouwersstraat 
6, 2800 Mechelen

CONTACT
Visit Mechelen, Vleeshouwersstraat 6, 2800 Mechelen
visit@mechelen.be, +32 15 29 76 54, www.visitmechelen.be

Go to visitmechelen.be for more brilliant  
walking and cycling ideas!
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Burgundian heritage, 
cloisters and Nete river

CIRCUIT MECHELEN - LIER

Grote Markt, Mechelen Duffel FortDomain Roosendael

For many, Mechelen is first and foremost a treasure trove of 
heritage. But hikers and cyclists also get their money’s worth 
here. An important asset is the river landscape around the 
historic centre. Along car-free towpaths, you’ll end up in a 
green setting that is a beacon of peace and quiet. 

This cycle route connects Mechelen with Lier, the gateway 
to the Kempen. This city is located at the confluence of the 
Grote and Kleine Nete. The well-known Belgian writer Felix 
Timmermans described his hometown as the place ‘where 
the three winding Nethen tie a silver knot’. Two fascinating 
cities, beautiful landscapes, peace and nature: this cycle loop 
has it all.

HIGHLIGHTS

DOMAIN ROOSENDAEL

DUFFEL

MECHELEN1

2

3

Mechelen was the political and cultural capital of the 
Burgundian Netherlands in the 16th century. You can feel that 
rich past in the historic city centre, where you will find more 
than 300 protected monuments. A climb to the top of the St 
Rumbold’s Tower, a visit to Museum Hof van Busleyden, a walk 
in the Large Beguinage ... There are so many highlights to 
choose from.

In the 13th century, the Cistercian nuns, a Roman Catholic 
monastic order, founded an abbey in the Nete Valley that 
existed for no less than five centuries. The renovated ‘plague 
house’ that you will find close to the banks of the Nete is 
all that’s left of it. After the French Revolution, the abbey 
was sold and converted into a private country estate with 
a landscape park. You can also spend the night here since 
the 1950s. Today, Roosendael welcomes various overnight 
tourists and hikers. 

Follow the meandering Nete and you will automatically end 
up in the district of Duffel. There are many who think that the 
duffel coat was invented here, but that’s only part of the truth. 
The name of this jacket definitely refers to this place, but more 
specifically because ‘duffel’ is a high-quality type of cloth that 
was woven here. It’s the perfect place to take a breather. The 
imposing Fortress of Duffel recalls a rich military past, while in 
the centre you can take a break on a terrace. 


